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Guinea where it is no longer used, it still figures symboli-
cally in ritual.  He concludes that:

clt is clear that the bow and arrow are not indigenous
to Oceania, but were introduced by an immigrant people,
perhaps the ancestors of the Polynesians, with whom it
was the principal weapon. Its falling into desuetude maj
be due to the differing conditions of island warfare, eithei
tactically or from its ill adaptation to the war ritual.'

In many parts of Africa the bow has been replaced as the
principal weapon for war and hunting by the throwing
spear. Among the Zulus, for example, the bow has gone
out of use among the men, but is still used as a toy by the
boys (R. U. Sayce, op. cit., p. 141). Whatever the cause of
this, it is not the superior efficacy of the iron spear, since
the Bube, a tribe of Fernando Po, have only a wooden
spear, but have lost the bow. This is shown by the fact
that they still have a word for arrow, and use a modification
of the bow as a musical instrument (H. H. Johnston, George
Grenfell and the Congo^ vol. ii, p. 955). It can hardly be
supposed that these tribes, and many others which could
be mentioned, went through the processes of inventing and
developing the bow, and then threw it away. It is far
more probable that they adopted it by borrowing, and
discarded it because it did not fit properly into their social
organization.

The last point which I shall make in favour of difiiision is
that if savages had invented the bow, they would still be
inventing improvements to the bow, and there is no evidence
that any savage has ever been known to attempt anything of
the kind. That the Turks or Tatars should not attempt
improvements is easily to be understood, since they have,
or had, bows which seem to have reached the acme of
efficiency^ but many savages still use ineffective bows which